
THE PRODIGALS IRISH NEW YEAR‟S EVE '08-„09! 
 

December 27, 2008-January 2, 2009 - $1699.00 Per Person Sharing 

Includes Roundtrip Flight from New York** 

 
Day 01 

Saturday 

December 27 

“UP, UP & AWAY!”: USA-IRELAND. Depart JFK for overnight flight to Ireland. Dinner and in-flight movie; but you are 

encouraged to skip all that, and sleep as much as possible so as to hit the ground running, and best exploit your very first day in 

IRELAND! 

Day 02 

Sunday 

December 28 

“DUBLIN‟S FAIR CITY!” DUBLIN. Morning arrival at Dublin Airport where we are met by our professional Irish Driver/Guide. 

Out on the road! First things first: we have a sizzling Irish breakfast, washed down with our first creamy pint of Guinness on Irish soil! 

And as our flight arrives in early, before hotel rooms open, weôll start the tour with one of the most extraordinary sights you will ever 

see, the prehistoric passage tomb of Newgrange, which at 3200 BC predates the Great Pyramids of Egypt by six centuries and 

Stonehenge by eight.  Youôll see the original of all those Celtic images ï the circular whorls and patterns ï and step back in time in a 

way that really boggles the mind. From there itôs on to our hotel in the heart of Temple Bar, one of the oldest neighborhoods in Dublin 

and now the epicenter of its restaurants, pubs, and general nightlife. Itôs 5 minutesô walk to Trinity College, to Stephenôs Green, to 

OôConnell Street, to take in a play at the renowned Abbey or Gate Theatres ï pretty much any place youôll want to go. The rest of the 

day is wholly at your leisure, to do as you will! 

Day 03 

Monday 

December 29 

“HOME IS WHERE THE HEARTH IS!” CAVAN. A leisurely start, then drive on to County Cavan, where Gregory still has his 

childhood farm. Cavan is popularly dubbed Lakeland, a fishermanôs paradise of pristine lakes and drumlins, rolling hills left by the 

receding Ice Age. Weôll stop for a toast at Gregory's farm, featuring a magic potion that cannot be put into print, and a chasing pint in 

the Seven Horse Shoes, a wattled-ceiling inn from the 1800ôs located in Gregoryôs hometown, Belturbet.  Then on to the superb 4-star 

Radisson SAS Hotel, housed in Lord Farnham's palatial mansion, part of a 400 year-old estate. Down time to relax or freshen up, to 

stroll through the grounds or enjoy superlative cuisine featuring local ingredients. The coach will be back to pick us up 8pm return to 

Belturbet, where there will be a monster seisiun (informal traditional music jam) at the Harbour, a pub owned by a family who used to 

babysit Gregory when he was a child! The visit to Belturbet has been a highlight of the band's previous trips, a genuine family 

homecoming in a town of 2,000 neighbors (and 23 pubs!) Truly, ñarrive a stranger, leave a friend.ò The coach will return to the Harbour 

Pub at 1am to bring us back to the hotel. 

Day 04 

Tuesday 

December 30 

“INTO THE WEST!” ADARE & DINGLE. Today takes us into the heart of the southwest of Ireland, a place like no other.  We drive 

across Ireland, stopping for lunch in Adare, a village that is almost impossibly picturesque in a way that epitomizes the childôs dream of 

what Ireland must look like.  It is in fact a very old town, dating from the 13th century, but the current vision was that of the Earl of 

Dunraven, who took a town that had been largely destroyed in war and unrest, and in 1820 designed the village we see today.  From 

there itôs on to Dingle, a town of pure, sheer magic, which will be one of your favorite memories of the tour. The town itself is straight 

out of a storybook, with fishing boats in the harbor and myriad brightly painted pubs reflecting a place where time has stood still.   It is 

the heart of the culture that is the West of Ireland ï music in every pub, seafood that will outmatch anything you will taste anywhere 

else, and an extraordinary, exuberant character that simply defies description ï youôll see... 

Day 05 

Wednesday 

December 31 

“WILD BEAUTY & NEW YEAR‟S MADNESS!” DINGLE-LIMERICK. We start the morning the best possible way: with a hot 

Irish breakfast and a  dazzling tour of the Dingle Peninsula, quite possibly the most magnificent scenery in all of Ireland. We drove all 

the way out to Slea Head for a vista of staggering beauty, with the wild thundering Atlantic beneath soaring cliffs.  It is impossible to 

exaggerate quite how stunning this drive is, and along the way, we will stop at the beehive huts, eloquent in their Spartan simplicity, 

originally inhabited by 12th century monks, overlooking the rugged Blasket Islands.   Then itôs on to a wholly different era, Limerick 

City and 2009!  A lovely, lavish New Yearôs Eve dinner, followed by a mad, mad gig at our favorite venue and the foremost club in 

Ireland - name will be announced closer in to the date!  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

Day 06 

Thursday 

January 1 

“MEDIEVAL 2009!” LIMERICK-BUNRATTY-LIMERICK. Youôve deserved it ï a totally leisurely day to start 2009!  Sleep in, 

then explore Limerick City, of Angela's Ashes fame. Because of its location on the River Shannon, Limerick has always been 

recognized as a strategic stronghold; this is reflected in the massive King John's Castle, built in the 13th century as an instrument of 

royal authority and a military fortress. Located across from King John's Castle, over the medieval Thomond Bridge, is the Treaty Stone, 

where the treaty was signed ending the Siege of Limerick in 1691. And weôll then head out to Bunratty Castle.  Bunratty is a place that 

we had always assumed was hokey and uninteresting, but it is in fact one of the smartest, most dramatic tourist spots in Ireland.  The 

castle itself is remarkable, and the folk park just brilliantly done.  So weôll go out in time to view the folk park, then repair to Durty 

Nellyôs (a pub dating from the 1600ôs!) for a pint, before returning to the Castle for a medieval banquet!  Now that frankly does sound 

hokey to us, but with the right companions ï you! - also huge fun! ï mead, medieval Irish food and music, served by comely maidens 

and vassalsï a lovely laugh for our final night!  (Should mention, rumor has it one of the diners may be thrown into the dungeoné)  

Back to Limerick in time for a nightcap for those who wish! 

Day 07 

Friday 

January 2 

“BACK HOME, FULL OF STOUT & STORIES”: LIMERICK-SHANNON-USA. On, alas, to Shannon, for departure ï had to 

come some time, didnôt it? ï but time before boarding our flight for last-minute duty-free shopping for all the loved ones at home (and 

yourself!) and that last magic pint on Irish soil...Brilliant!!!!!  

 
** US Departure Tax/Fuel Surcharge Additional  

 ñLand onlyò bookings or alternate flights available, but may result in fare increase 



TOUR INCLUDES: 

¶ Round Trip airfare on Aer Lingus: JFK/BOS/ORD to DUB and back from SNN 

¶ 5 Nights First Class Hotel or similar as follows: 

Dublin: The Temple Bar Hotel  

Cavan: The Radisson SAS Farnham Estate 

Dingle: Bennerôs Hotel 

Limerick: Patric k Punch Hotel (2 Nights) 

¶ Full Irish Breakfast daily, including day of arrival 

¶ Traditional 3-Course New Year's Eve Dinner in Limerick 

¶ Professional Irish Driver / Guide throughout with Deluxe Motorcoach, sightseeing as per itinerary 

¶ Admissions/trips: Newgrange, Beehive Huts, Bunratty Banquet. 

¶ Porterage, service charges and tips (except gratuities to Driver/Guide) 

¶ THE PRODIGALSô NEW YEAR'S EVE CONCERT/PARTY IN LIMERICK!!! 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 

Send to Hammond Tours, 1190 Western Ave., Albany, NY 12203 

518-489-7280 or 866-486-8772 Å  email: mhammond@hammondtours.com 

Please reserve ________seat(s) on the Prodigals Irish New Yearôs Eve Tour, December 27, 2008-January 2, 2009 

Name (as on passport):  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Town:_____________________________________ State:  ________________Zip: _______________________________________  

Phone: (home): __________________________ (work): __________________________Email:  _____________________________  

Please advise if specific roommate is desired (fill in name below); alternatively Hammond Tours will arrange to best of preferences.  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

(Please indicate if roommate is sending deposit with separate reservation application ÄYes   Ä No) 

Contact phone for roommate: __________________________Contact email for roommate: _________________________________  

 

Room Type:   Ä Twin    Ä Double   Ä Single (If SINGLE, there is a $279 supplement; limited availability.) 

Optional Travel Protection:  This MUST be purchased with initial deposit, ask Hammond for details: YES: Ä   NO: Ä  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:   

¶ Deposit $600 per person (non-refundable) is due by September  20.    

¶ Final Payment is not due until November 15, 2008.  (Payment in full may be made any time prior if preferred.) 
 

Master Card,Visa & Amex Accepted:  
Written Authorization is required for all credit card charges, please complete credit card authorization below and return to Hammond Tours via fax or 

mail. You may if you wish give authorization to Hammond Tours to charge each payment as per the payment schedule above, payments will be 

processed on the due dates.  I have read the terms and conditions per the brochure/flyer and understand that I may incur service charges, penalties 

and/or cancellation fees in the event of cancellation or changes in my itinerary.   

I ______________________________authorize Hammond Tours to charge $__________________on  ________________________________  

 

My Credit Card Number: _________________________________________ Exp. Date: __________Security Code #:________  

Security code is last 3 or 4 numbers on back of MC/VISAr, AMEX on front of card. 

Cardholder Signature:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Cardholder Billing Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________State: _________ Zipcode:  _______________________________________________________  

By Additionally Signing Here: ____________________________________ I further authorize Hammond Tours to charge final payment on 

Novermber 15, 2008 to my credit card. 


